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POLITICS OF SOCIAL MOVEMENTS 
Instructor: Professor Paul Haber 
University of Montana, PSc #395 
Fall 1994 
Meets: TR ll:00-12:30 in McGill 218 
Books available for purchase in UC Bookstore: 
1. John Gaventa, Power and Powerlessness: Quiescence and 
Rebellion in an Appalachian Valley (University of Illinois Press, 
1980). 
2. Frances Fox Piven and Richard Cloward, Poor People's 
Movements: Why they Succeed, How they Fail (Vintage Books, 1979). 
3. Gary Delgado, Organizing the Movement: The Roots and Growth 
of ACORN (Temple University Press, 1986). 
4. Reader. 
This is a course on 20th century social movements in the 
United States. What role have social movements had in shaping 
the politics of power, as reflected in public policy, electoral 
politics, relations of class, race, and gender, a~d people's 
understanding of the world ~d their place in it? · We will 
repeatedly ask the questionl 1why have particular movements and 
movement organizations succeeded to the degree they have, and why 
have they failed to accomplish more? 
No assumptions are made regarding students' familiarity with 
U.S. history, social movements, or social movement theory. It 
does, however, assume a willingness to work hard to understand 
the histories of various social movements and the complexity of 
competing theoretical approaches. Students are required to not 
only read the material, but come to class prepared to discuss it. 
Your grade will be based on a mid-term and a final exam. In 
addition, students will have an opportunity to raise their grade 
through active participation in class discussion or lower their 
grade by high absenteeism and/or coming regularly unprepared to 
class. Each day, students must come to class with a written 
comment or question. These must be kept in a binder or folder of 
some sort, and will be collected and counted towards 
participation. 
It may well be necessary, from time to time, to rearrange 
assignments or alter the schedule. Any changes in scheduling 
will be announced in class. When you miss class, it is your 
responsibility to contact either the professor or another student 




Part I: Why are social Movements so Difficult to Form: the 
Powers of Prevention 
Gaventa, Preface and pp. 1-44 for August 30 
Gaventa, pp. 47-121 for September 1. (Give special attention to 
the conceptual issues raised pp. 47-53, 61-76 1 80-96, 109-116.) 
Gaventa, pp. 125-201 for September 6 (Give special attention to 
the conceptual issues raised on 141-145, 161-169, 192-195, 199­
201.) 
Gaventa, pp. 205-261 for September 8 
Part II: Introduction to the Academic study of Social Movements 
McAdam, Mccarthy, and Zald, pp. 695-714 (up to section on 
Resource Mobilization) for September 13 
McAdam, McCarthy, and Zald, pp. 714-729 for September 15 
Part III: Three case studies and a Point of View 
Piven and Cloward, pp. ix=40 for September 20 
Piven and Cloward, pp. 41-95 for September 22 
Piven and Cloward, pp. 96-180 for September 27 
Piven and Cloward, pp. 181-263 for September 29 
Piven and Cloward, pp. 264-359 for October 4 
MID-TERM EX.AH ON OCTQBER 6 
Part IV: Movements of the Right 
Robert Goldberg, "Invisible Empire: The Knights of the Ku Klux 
Klan" in Robert Goldberg, Grassroots Resistance: Social Movements 
in Twentieth Century America (Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Publishing 
Company, 1991) pp. 65-90, for October 11 
Steve Bruce, "Modernity and fundamentalism: the new Christian 
right in America" in British Journal of Sociology vol 41, issue 4 
December 1990, pp. 477-494 for October 13 
Jerry Falwell, "An Agenda for the 1980s" in Jerry Falwell, The 
FundamentaJist Phenomenon (Doubleday & Company, 1981), pp. 111­
123, for October 13 
Christianity Today, "The New Face(s) of the Religious Right 11 in 
cnristianity Today, July 20, 1992, pp. 42-45 for October 13 
3 
Part V: Women's Movement 
Annie Popkin, "The Personal is Political: The Women's Liberation 
Movement" reprinted in Dick Cluster, They Should Have served That 
Cup of Coffee. Boston: South End Press, 1979, pp. 181-222 for 
October 18 
Nancy Hartsock, "Political Change: Two Perspectives on Power" in 
Building Feminist Theory: Essays from Quest (a feminist 
quarterly). New York: Longman Inc., 1981, pp. 3-19, for October 
20 
Charlotte Bunch, "The Reform Tool Kit" in Building Feminist 
Theory: Essays from Quest (a feminist quarterly). New York: 
Longman Inc., 1981, pp. 189-201 for October 20 
Suzanne Staggenborg, "Stability and Innovation in the Women's 
Movement: A Comparison of Two Movement Organizations" in social 
Problems, Vol. 36, No. 1, February 1989, pp. 75-92 for October 25 
Wendy Kaminer, "Feminism's Identity crisis" The Atlantic Monthly, 
October 1993, pp. 51-68 for October 25 
Guest Speaker: October 27 
Part VI: Community organizations: The Case of ACORN 
Delgado, pp. ix-61 for October 27 
Delgado, pp. 63-122 for November 1 
Delgado, pp. 123-177 and Arlene Stein, "Between Organization and 
Movement: ACORN and the Alinsky Model of Community Organizing" 
Berkeley Journal of Sociology (1986, Vol. 31, pp. 93-115) for 
November 3 
Delgado, pp. 179-231 for November 10 
Guest Speaker: November 15 
Part VII: Cultural Revolution and the Politics of Direct Action 
Barbara Epstein, "Introduction," "Protest in the 1960s and 1980s: 
The Blocked Cultural Revolution" in Barbara Epstein, Political 
Protest and Cultural Revolution. Berkeley: University of 
California Press, 1991, pp. 1-57, for November 17 
Epstein, "The Clamshell Alliance: Consensus and Utopian 
Democracy" and "The Abalone Alliance: Anarcha-Feminism and the 
Politics of Prefigurative Revolution" in Epstein 1991, pp. 58-123 
for November 22 
Epstein, "Radical Politics in Late Capitalist Society" and 
"Conclusion•• pp. 227-278 for November 29 
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Part VIII: Class Presentations and Exam writing Workshops 




FINAL EXAM DUE ON DECEMBER 13 
I 
